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First Sunday of Elijah, Cross & Moses
August 17, 2008

Our Choice Our Choice Our Choice Our Choice Our Choice
Today's Gospel  (Lk. 19:1-10)

He came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town.Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax
collector and also a wealthy man,was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd,
for he was short in stature.So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass
that way. When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I
must stay at your house." And he came down quickly and received him with joy.    When they all saw this, they began
to grumble, saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
"Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall
repay it four times over." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a
descendant of Abraham.For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost."
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An old white-haired mother came to the Governor and said, "Respected Governor, I have come to speak to you in behalf
of my poor boy who is soon to die in the electric chair. Governor, I have not come to ask for justice but for mercy, not for his
sake, but mine. He is my only son and support. Governor, if you can do anything, do it for my sake."

The governor was courteous and promised to look into the matter and see if anything could be done. Soon he went down
to the prison where the poor boy was awaiting the day of execution. When the young man saw the governor, thinking he was
a minister who had come to speak with him, he became very angry and insulting. He said to the governor, "I have no time for
you and I will be pleased if you will let me alone."

"But," said the governor, "I have come to see you about an important matter and you might be interested." The young man
almost cursed him and demanded that he leave him alone.

"Very well," replied the governor, "good-bye."
When the governor was gone the warden said to the young man, "How did the Governor and you get along?" When he

learned that it was not a minister but the governor, he fell upon the concrete floor and cried, like a soul lost and damned, "My
God, have I insulted the only man who could save my life?"

Yes, that is just what he had done. And that is just what all are doing who are rejecting Jesus Christ, the only Saviour,
when he comes in search of us.

High on a hilltop overlooking the beautiful city of Venice, Italy, there lived an old blind man who was a genius. Legend had
it he could answer any question anyone might ask of him. Two of the local boys figured they could fool the old man, so they
caught a small bird and headed for his residence. One of the boys held the little bird in his hands and asked the old man if the
bird was dead or alive. Without hesitation the old man said, "Son, if I say to you that the bird is alive, you will close your hands
and crush it to death. If I say the bird is dead, you will open your hands and the bird will fly away. You see, son, in your hands
you hold the power of life and death."

Likewise in our hands we hold the deciding power of whether we will choose good or bad. The decision is ours. God has
given us the right to decide for ourselves.

A missionary in the South Pacific Islands was explaining to a group of children the custom and significance of giving gifts
at Christmas. "Giving gifts," she said, "expresses love and reminds us of the perfect gift of love we received from God: Jesus."

Later that week, a young native boy came to the missionary's side and said, "I love you and want you to have this."
He pulled from a straw basket the most beautiful shell the missionary had ever seen. As she admired its beauty, she

recognized it as a special shell only found on the far side of the island, a half day's walk from the village. When confronted by
this, the boy smiled and said, "Long walk part of gift!"

We may be walking / driving a little longer. Zacchaeus ran ahead to see Jesus. That changed his life. If you want to
change, run ahead. Jesus will come into your life. The decision is yours. It will be the gift of love we give to Jesus.

EXALTED
BY GOD!
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MY LORD,
MY GOD!
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PLEASE recite the PRAYER FOR OUR DIOCESE AND OUR PARISH every day in your families.

Sunday Celebration Assignments
Today : Marian Family Unit
August 24 : Sacred Heart Family Unit
Aug. 23 : Parish Picnic at Hopkinton State Park
Aug. 24 : Apostle Bartholomew
Aug. 28 : Saint Augustin
Aug. 29 : Blessed Euphrasia

Marching forward...

Today...
11.30 am : Holy Qurbana; Picnic Committee Meeting

Remember, O most gracious
Virgin Mary, that never was it
known that anyone who fled
to your protection, implored
your help or sought your inter-
cession was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, I
fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins,
my Mother. To you do I come;
before you I stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O mother of the
Word Incarnate, despise not
my petitions, but in your
mercy, hear and answer me.
Amen!

Please pray the Rosary
every day in your families.

HEARTY WELCOME

NEW COMERS!!!
Sunday Mass Schedule : 11.30 am
Saturdays : 11 am Mass followed by Novena to Our
Mother of Perpetual Help.
Memorial services will not be conducted on Sundays.
They may be conducted on any of the week days.
First Fridays : Mass at 7 pm followed by Holy Hour
and Benediction.

TO A
LL

Parish Council Members 2007-08
Mission Director: Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Vadana, Jimmy Valliyara (Kaikkaran/Trustee),
Sino Sebastian Ottalankal (Kaikkaran/Trustee), James Kutticherry (Director of
Religious Education), Paul Mecherry, Paul Varapadavil (Teelar), Mathew Thomas
Peralakkattuchalil, Kunjumol Joseph Munthiringattukunnel, Varghese Yohannan,
Joyce Mundackal, Liju George Sony, Joboy Manalel, Suni John Mundackal, Louis
Mechery, Laly Thomas Paduthuruthy, Arpana George, Chackochan Mannancherril,
Babu Scaria Kutticherry

Readings - Aug. 24, Sunday
Is. 30:15-26
1 Cor. 12:27-31
Lk 6:12-19

HOPKINTON
PICNIC AREA

Please also visit: www.syromalabarchurchboston.blogspot.com and malayalamchurchboston.com

PARISH PICNIC
Location : Hopkinton State Park

71 Cedar Rd, Hopkinton
When : Saturday, Aug. 23

Whole Day Event

Saturday, Aug. 23
Holy Qurbana at 7 am
followed by Novena

Contact
Sunny John : 508-579-2972
Johnson Job : 508-361-4677
Jimmy joseph ; 832-606-1361



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST

02nd - Tesmol Kongalayil
03rd- Mathew Kuzhikannil
03rd- John Kuzhikannil
04th - Josephine Thykkattil
07th- Jessy Fernandez
10th- Priya Kodenkandath
14th - Paul Paliakkara
14th - Bonus Thopurathu
14th- Tessy Jeerakathil
18th - Anette Sebastian Puthenpurackal
19th - Sharleen Varghese
21st - Sona Manimalakkari
21st- Jain  Andrews Moolekkariyil
23rd - Kuriakose Vadana
24th - Steffi Manimalakkari
24th - Chandini Paul Muzhuthett
27th - Betsy Mukkuzhy
29th- Sunny Skaria Kongalayil
30th - Lilly Fernandez
31th - Seany Vimal Panachickal
31st- Tissa  Abraham Kakkamthottil

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARIES IN AUGUST

07th- Johnson & Gracy Lukose
15th- Bonus & Reena Thopurathu
17th- Joe & Lilly Fernandez
17th- Shibu & Sheeba Palliparambil
19th - Jose & Sherly Kochupurackal
25th- Joyce & Mini Mundankal
26th- Abraham & Tania Kakkamthottil

May God bless them and keep them in
His love and protection.




